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Business-boosting grants received 
 
By ANDREA DECKERT 
Rochester Business Journal 
December 19, 2007  
    Finger Lakes Wired is set to receive $31,000 for two local 
projects that will connect business leaders in the nine-county region 
and help find solutions to business problems.  

    The Essential Links program will receive $20,000. Supported by 
the Cornell Agriculture and Food Technology Park in Geneva, the 
initiative aims to connect business leaders by creating a collaborative 
network for the food, beverage and agricultural industries.  

    The Finger Lakes Advanced Manufacturing Enterprise will get 
$11,000. The group is a partnership of manufacturers and the Finger 
Lakes Workforce Investment Board. Their primary goals are to 
increase development by supporting the active networks of business 
leaders in the region and providing increased information and 

opportunities for youth on careers in manufacturing.   
    “We are pleased to be able to support these projects, which will 
increase information sharing, lead to development of new 
opportunities and encourage cross-industry learning among business 
leaders in the region, particularly in target industries where we 
believe there is great potential for growth,” said Matthew Hurlbutt, 
Finger Lakes Wired’s managing director, in a statement.  
 
(c) 2007 Rochester Business Journal. Obtain permission to  
reprint this article.  
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